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Entering the Competition
1. The Competition is for UK, Channel Island and Isle of Man secondary school, sixth form and FE college students who are non-native speaking learners of Mandarin Chinese in years 7-13 (England, Wales, Channel Islands and Isle of Man), years S1-S6 (Scotland) and years 8-14 (N. Ireland).  Students in England in the equivalent of years 7-9 e.g. in preparatory or middle schools are also eligible to enter.   
2. The closing date for receipt of all entries is Monday 14 October 2019. Schools are responsible for checking the eligibility of all students. Any student or group that does not meet the entry criteria will not be offered a place at a regional heat. Entries that aren’t eligible at the closing date may not be changed after the closing date. 
3. By entering the Competition, the submitting member of staff agrees that the work is that of the student(s). Plagiarism will not be accepted and performances must be original. The submitting member of staff also agrees that to the best of their knowledge each student complies with the entry criteria for the particular section and category that they have entered. If it transpires within two weeks of the Finals that inaccurate information has been provided which changes a student /group’s eligibility, then said student or group will be disqualified. We reserve the right to make further enquiries into the background of the candidate, if suspicions arise regarding their eligibility. 
4. Each school can enter a maximum of eight students – only one student can be entered for each category of the Individual Language Ability section and one group of five students in the Group Performance section from the same school or college. 
5. All student names must be provided by the closing date.  After the closing date no student name changes will be permitted for any reason to entries to the Individual Language Ability section. Between the Competition closing date and the regional heat schools that have entered an eligible group for the Group Performance section may request one substitution and/or one withdrawal, provided that the group continues to meet the eligibility criteria. No more than one substitution and/or withdrawal per group will be permitted for any reason.  Between the heat and the final, requests for changes of students in the Group Performance section will only be considered in exceptional circumstances.
6. Responsibility cannot be accepted for entries that are incomplete, delivered incorrectly, corrupted or those not received for whatever reason. Evidence of entering is not proof of receipt. If the school does not receive this within 5 working days of the closing date, they must contact MSCompetition@britishcouncil.org immediately to check that their entry has been received. 
Eligibility Criteria - Individual Language Ability  
PLEASE NOTE- CHANGES WERE  MADE TO THE INDIVIDUAL LANGUAGE ABILITY CATEGORY IN 2018:

· Beginner category students with over 2 hours of regular mandarin classroom hours per week will be placed in the beginner plus sub-category
· Intermediate category students with over 2 hours of regular mandarin classroom hours per week will be placed in the intermediate plus sub-category
7.  
The Competition aims to encourage and reward students who have learnt Mandarin Chinese from scratch with no advantage.  For this reason the following criteria apply in the Individual Language Ability section: 
a) Students must be non-native speaking learners of Mandarin Chinese;

b) They may not have previously been the winner (or the runner-up awarded the prize if the winner could not take it) in any category of the Individual Language Ability or Group section; 

c) Students may not have a native Chinese* speaking parent or be from a Chinese* speaking household; (*any Chinese language/dialect) 

d) They may not have spent more than a total of two years in a country where Chinese* is an official language. (*any Chinese language/dialect)
e)  Students may not have spent more than a total of 30 days in a Chinese* speaking country per               year since beginning their Mandarin studies; (*any Chinese language/ dialect)

f) Students who come from countries surrounding China or who have parentage from countries where an Asian language is spoken will need to demonstrate that they are a complete beginner in Mandarin and have not spent more than a total of two years in China or in any neighbouring countries where Mandarin is an official language. 
8.The Beginner category is open to students who started learning Mandarin Chinese on or after 1 September  2018 (August 2018 for students in Scotland) 
             Beginner category students with over 2 hours of regular Mandarin classroom hours per week will be               placed in the Beginner Plus sub-category.
9. The Intermediate category is open to students who started learning Mandarin Chinese between 1 September 2016 and 1 September 2018. (August 2016 and 2018 for students in Scotland)
10. Intermediate category students with over 2 hours of regular Mandarin classroom hours per week will be placed in the Intermediate Plus sub-category.
11. The Advanced category is open to students who started learning Mandarin Chinese before 1 September 2016. (August 2016 for students in Scotland)
12. With regards to each and every category. Please note that should a candidate demonstrate a level of Mandarin deemed by the Judges to be too advanced for this category on the day of the heats or final, they reserve the right to verify the background of the candidate and ultimately disqualify them if the teacher responsible has not adhered to the criteria for eligibility.

Eligibility Criteria - Group Performance 
PLEASE NOTE- CHANGES WERE MADE TO THE GROUP PERFORMANCE CATEGORY IN 2018:

· Groups must be made up of 5 students
· Scripts for group performances must be sent to the competition team 7 days prior to their heat date (as well as 7 days before the final if qualified). Where the script of a performance is clearly influenced by a teacher, marks will be deducted
13. The Competition aims to encourage and reward students who have learnt Mandarin Chinese from scratch with no advantage.  For this reason the following criteria apply for students in the Group Performance section:

a) Students must be non-native speaking learners of Mandarin Chinese;
b) They may not have previously been the winner (or runner-up awarded the prize if the winner could not take it) in any category of the Individual Language Ability section or the Group Performance section; 
c) Students may not have a native Chinese* speaking parent or be from a Chinese* speaking household; (*any Chinese language/dialect);
d) They may not have lived in a country where Chinese* is an official language (*any Chinese language/dialect);
e) There must be five students from the same school or college in a group, with students coming from at least two different individual language ability categories;
f) The use of English in the performance either sung or spoken is not permitted;
g) Teachers must not be involved in the performance and no prompts or scripts are allowed on stage;
h) Scripts for group performances must be sent to MSCompetition@britishcouncil  at least 7 days prior to their heat date (as well as at least 7 days before the final if qualified). Where the script of a performance is clearly influenced by a teacher, marks will be deducted;
i) All students must perform equally within the group performance and the results from the Judges will reflect this “Cohesion” (see Judging Criteria for further information). 

Taking part in the Competition
15. The regional heats will take place in Belfast on 20th November, Glasgow on 26th November and London on 3rd and 9th December.
16. Students who are successful at the regional heats will be invited to take part in the Competition final in London on 5th February.
17. Places at the Competition final are not transferable to other students. 

18. Where a school has students competing in one section of the Competition at a regional heat, one place will be allocated for an accompanying teacher or Chinese Language Assistant.  Where a school has students competing in both sections at a regional heat (i.e. both Individual Language Ability and Group Performance) two places will be allocated for accompanying teachers. 

19. For child protection reasons it is a condition of entry that each school returns the following forms by Friday 8th November 2019:
a. Under 18 Consent Form for each student, signed by their parent/guardian; 
b. Accompanying Teacher Form, signed by each accompanying teacher.
Failure to return the above forms by 8 November 2019 will result in the student(s) not being allowed to compete and, if they come to the regional heat, their parent/guardian will be called to collect them at their own expense. 
20. Parents and guests cannot attend the heats. Students must be accompanied by a teacher or Chinese Language Assistant to the regional heats and Competition final. Students who arrive unaccompanied or accompanied only by a parent will not be permitted to compete. Parents of any unaccompanied student will be called and the student will be sent home at their expense.
21. Parents and relatives are welcome to attend the final but priority will be given to participating schools (teachers and students). Information specifying number of places allocated to each participating school will be advised after the heats results has been announced. 
22. Teachers accompanying students to the regional heats and/or Competition final must have enhanced CRB/DBS clearance (schools in England, Wales and the Channel Islands), Police Vetting Check from the Isle of Man Constabulary, Enhanced Disclosure from Disclosure Scotland or Enhanced Disclosure from Access Northern Ireland.

23. Teachers must supervise their students at all times during the heats and the final. Please ensure that students who are watching the performances do not interrupt them at any point.

24. Travel expenses to the regional heats and Competition final are not provided. 
25. Judges reserve the right to ask students questions in either English or Mandarin at any time during the judging process.
26. The first prize will be awarded to the entrants whose entries, in the opinions of the judges, best meet the Judging Criteria.  In the Individual Language Ability section the judges are looking for real communication and presentation, not a rehearsed performance.  The winner in each category will be someone who has demonstrated a Mandarin language ability appropriate to their level of learning.  In the Group Performance section the judges are looking for a group drama performance which has all of the group participating equally. The full criteria which the judges use are listed in the document entitled “Judging Criteria”.
27. The panel of judges will include at least two members who are independent of the British Council. The judges’ decision is final and binding, and no correspondence will be entered into. Only the names of the top three students/groups in each category will be made available. Broad feedback can be supplied following heats and finals on request. 
28. Winners will be announced at the Competition final which will be held in London on 5 February 2019. Winners may need to take part in any reasonable publicity at no expense to the promoter.
29. A list of winners’ names will be available after the final in February 2020 for three months only. Please contact MSCompetition@britishcouncil.org for more information.
30. The promoter is The British Council, address as above.
First prize

31. The first prize is a cultural visit to China for the winning student in each category of the Individual Language Ability section and the students in the winning group of the Group Performance section. They will be accompanied by a member of staff from the British Council and a teacher from the school whose group won the Group Performance section. No parent/guardian or other teachers will be invited to participate in the visit. 
32. Trip participants will be under the duty of British Council care, regardless of age. Students aged 18 or over may request to make their own arrangements during the trip, but this must be agreed with British Council colleagues beforehand
33. The cultural visit to China will take place during the Easter school holidays 2020; there is no alternative to the arranged visit dates. Teachers should ensure that all participants can attend the trip dates in advance. The prize includes domestic travel; return economy flight from Heathrow, accommodation in Beijing, three meals a day and a cultural programme. The British Council will organise and pay for visas and single-trip travel insurance.  The prize does not include spending money.  Please note that all participating students must be accompanied by a parent or guardian to and from the airport. The British Council will not be responsible for making these travel arrangements. Trip participants will be under the duty of British Council care regardless of age. Requests for any activities arranged outside of the visit programme need to be made in writing and the British Council representative on the visit will make the final decision. 

34. Chinese visas for students on the winner’s trip will be arranged through the British Council, but parents/guardians are responsible for ensuring that passports have at least 6 months validity from the date of the end of the winners trip.  Since 2018 all visa applicants over the age of 14 are required to submit the application in person and have fingerprints taken at a Chinese Visa Application Service Centre in either London, Manchester, Belfast or Edinburgh.  British Council will cover expenses for a return journey for the student and one guardian to the nearest Visa Centre from the student’s home.
35. There are no cash or other alternative prizes available, except that in the event of circumstances beyond its control the British Council reserves the right to substitute elements of the prize with alternatives of equal value. The prize is not transferable. In the event that any winner cannot take the prize, the British Council reserves the right to award the prize to a runner up selected at the Competition final in February 2020. If a runner up accepts the prize it will affect their eligibility for this Competition in future.  
Privacy Notice
The British Council will use the information that you are providing for organising the Mandarin Speaking Competition Event. The legal basis for processing your personal data is consent/Contract (T&Cs). We may need to pass this information on to the following partners concerning with organising this event:

Confucius Institute at Ulster University
SCILT, Scotland’s National Centre for Languages
 
The British Council complies with the UK Data Protection Act 2018 and laws in other countries that meet internationally accepted standards. You have the right to ask for a copy of the information we hold on you, and the right to ask us to correct any inaccuracies in that information. If you have concerns about how we have used your personal information, you also have the right to complain to a privacy regulator. For detailed information, please refer to the privacy section of our website, www.britishcouncil.org/privacy or contact your local British Council office. 
Regional heats in Northern Ireland and Scotland are delivered in partnership with Confucius Institute at Ulster University and SCILT, Scotland’s National Centre for Languages
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